MODERN TRAVEL

was straight and that one end was opposite the snout
while the other end was opposite the notch between
the tail fins, he would advance with his stick and begin
to space off the whale along its surface from the snout
backwards. Now a whale's body is not flat-sided but
cigar-shaped and frequently the old foreman was not
even very particular to hold his stick horizontal, so it
is hardly surprising that the length, as obtained with
his measuring rod, was widely different from the length
which we obtained with our tape. " I makes it twenty-
seven metres. Yessir. Well, well. You wouldna think
it to look at it." And then, peering suddenly at the
notebook I carried, and sucking the end of a stub of
pencil, " What d'ye make it ? "
" Twenty-three point seven eight metres."
" Fand ! Well, let's measure it out again."
And he would begin again with his measuring stick
and make it this time twenty-six metres. Then he
would stand and look at the whale with his head on one
side. " Well," he would say. " Let's call it twenty-five
and a half." So, trusting in the judgment of his eye
and disbelieving all sticks, tapes or mechanical contriv-
ances whatever, he would moisten his pencil and write
twenty-five and a half. But after a time he came to
the conclusion that it was less trouble to accept our
measurement and the measuring stick was put away.

After the two strips of blubber had been peeled off,
the whale was turned ponderously over with block and
tackle and the third strip, on which the carcass had
been lying, was removed. Then the lower jaw came off
and was whirled away to the bone platform. Now
Hansen and Fritz and Hartvig had finished with that
whale and, stripped naked of its blubber, it was pulled
sideways across the " plan" and given over to the
" lemmers," whose job it was to cut it into pieces from
the bone platform and for the conveyers which tipped
the meat and guts into the meat boilers. There were
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